At present, it is important for the dental health service to understand the relation of demand and supply for services in each district, considering the movement of population, the social security, and patients' behavior visiting dentists. A new method for investigation and analysis was employed to study the geographical distribution of dentists, and the following results were obtained.
6.
The geographical distribution of dentists in the future was forecast from the ratios mentioned above and analysis of reasons for selection of practice location. In prefectures including metropolitan areas such as Tokyo or Osaka, the rate of increase will be lower. In the prefectures close to metropolitan areas such as Saitama, Ibaragi or Nara, the number of dentists will increase markedly.
Accordingly, the difference in number of dentists per 100,000 population is expected to decrease.
However, no increase is expected in Aomori, Fukui, Tottori, and other rural areas.
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